
 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates to 

Remember: 

Virtual Assembly 

October 1st @ 10:00am 

 

 

Technology Deployment 

Every Tuesday/Thursday 

9:30am – 12:00pm 

 

  
 

Please see school calendar 

for District Policies 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

2020 STATE 

CHAMPIONS 

 

MONTHLY 

NEWSLETTER BULLDOG BEAT 

Hello, Washington Families, 

It’s hard to believe we are already more than halfway through the first 

quarter of the 2020-2021 school year!! We all knew this year would be 

challenging. Yet, even with all of our challenges, we are finding much success 

here at Washington! Early events in the school year have included our 

Technology Deployment, Baseline Assessment Testing and our 8th Grade 

Graduation Parent Meeting. Each of these events have been extremely 

successful in terms of turnout and operations. We are also happy to see so 

many of our students settling in to their remote learning and giving it their 

all. Our teachers are working extremely hard to learn new skills and get the 

needs met of each of our students. I am humbled and extremely proud of 

our staff. They have shown great resilience and strength in getting our year 

off the ground. I am excited to see what the rest of 2020-2021 will bring us 

and how far we will go. Go Bulldogs 

Stay safe! 

Mr. Markward, Principal 

                                         

 

 Home of the Bulldogs 

From the Principal’s Desk… 
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Washington School 
Vision Statement 

 
The vision of Washington 

School is to provide each 

student a diverse education 

in a safe, supportive 

environment that promotes 

self-discipline, motivation, 

and excellence in learning. 

 

Washington  
Staff Promise 

 
The Washington School 

Family promises to join the 

parents and the community 

to assist the students in 

developing skills to become 

independent and self-

sufficient adults who will 

succeed and contribute 

responsibly in a global 

society. 

 
School Website: 

http://www.district148.net/washington/  
 

Parent Info Online @ 
http://www.district148.net/parent.html 

 

Sign up and check students’ 
grades online: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Message From 
The Assistant Principal…   

 

Greetings Washington Families,  

I have received a very warm welcome from staff, students and 
families at Washington. If I have not had the opportunity to meet 

you please feel free to stop by my office so that I can introduce 
myself.. I want to reiterate our commitment to academic excellence, 
innovative practices, school safety and inclusive excellence. We are 

proud of our achievements and grateful for all your support. I am 
looking forward to an exciting year of building partnerships, 

providing support, sharing new experiences and learning from you 
all! 
 

ATTENDANCE: 
Attendance matters! Being at School on time, every day makes a 

difference. As partners in education, we need your support to 
ensure students arrive on Zoom on time EVERYDAY so they can 
have full access to instruction. Students who have strong 

attendance have: 

 Higher test Scores 
 A better likelihood of being on-track in high school and 

graduating 
 An increase in college acceptance and completion 

 

“Education is the passport to the future, for tomorrow belongs to those who 

prepare for it today.” “Your attitude, not your aptitude, will determine your 

altitude.”  “The only person who is educated is the one who has learned how 

to learn …and change. 

 
Ms. Vernetta Banks 
Assistant Principal 

http://www.district148.net/washington/
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Dear Parents,                             

Happy Fall Kindergarten families! Thank you for making sure 

your child is on time and learning every day! Attendance is a 

key ingredient to learning. We appreciate your continued 

support. Please join Class Dojo for class news and 

information pertaining to your child following the 4B’s at 

home! October 5-9, 2020, is National Fire Prevention Week; 

please review a safety plan with your child(ren) on getting out 

of your home. 

In English Language Arts, we will identify the story elements 

(character, setting, and events). During Math, we will 

continue learning all about numbers 1 to 5 and represent math 

with numbers and pictures. In Science, we will discover what 

plants and animals need to live. During Social Studies, we 

will continue to build our self-esteem through social learning 

activities. 

Congratulations to our class ambassadors for Kindergarten: 

Joshua Weston Jr. and Kaliyah Buckner!!! Class 

Ambassadors are chosen to represent the class for the month. 

Ms. Hines and Ms. Scott 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kindergarten 
Teachers… 

Ms. Scott 
Ms. Hines 
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1st Grade 

Teachers 
Ms. Henderson 

Ms. Monroe 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st Grade 
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  2nd Grade 
Teachers… 
Ms. Pennington 

Ms. Robinson 

 

 

 
 

 

3rd Grade  

Teachers… 
Ms. Buckley 

Ms. Watkins 

 

 

 
 

2nd Grade 

Welcome back to a great new school year! Thank you for having your child/children eager 

and ready to start working on a successful year of learning. It has been a pleasure meeting 

your child/children. The second-grade team is looking forward to working with your 

child/children this school year. We are also currently working on establishing school and 

classroom rules and procedures with students using virtual social contracts. We are getting to 

know your child/children and becoming familiar with his/her learning styles. We will work 

diligently to accommodate the needs of all of our students. We are dedicated to developing 

and enhancing the wonderful skills, abilities, and talents of our students. We seek to empower 

each student to work hard to meet and exceed standard and expectations.  

In reading we are working on story structure (Characters, setting, conflict, plot, and theme). 

In math we are working on using numbers within 20 to use strategies such as making ten and 

doubles plus one to add and subtract. We are working on organizing data into graphs to help 

answer questions about the data. In social studies we are working on helpers in communities. 

In science we are working on growth and development of animals.  

Ms.Pennington and Ms. Robinson 

 

3rd Grade 

Greetings parents and guardians!!  

The third grade is off to a great start this year. We are currently working on Unit 1 in Ready 

Gen themed Observing the World Around Us. In math, we are working with three-digit 

numbers. Students are busy rounding, comparing, adding, and subtracting those three-digit 

numbers like the champions we know them to be. In science and social studies, we are 

addressing topics in the Next Generation Science Standards and (C3) Framework for Social 

Studies State Standards for third grade. Students are also learning and improving their social-

emotional intelligence using cool tools and/or Sanford Harmony lessons. Please be sure your 

student is well-rested, fully dressed, and prepared to attend live sessions at assigned times. 

Students should be logged into Clever each day so that students can access valuable websites 

that are necessary for daily usage.  

Improvement in literacy may lead to an improvement in all other subjects. They can increase 

vocabulary, language development, and comprehension. Here are some suggestions to help 

your students improve in reading and writing.:  

 Read for at least 30 minutes a day (fiction and nonfiction)  

 Have students practice writing by creating a grocery list  

 Ask a student to collect words in a notebook that they see around the house or in 

the neighborhood  

 Encourage students to observe something inside or outside and have them write 

about their findings.  

We appreciate your continued support and patience with our current school year.  

Ms. Buckley & Ms. Watkins  

Student of the month is TaNeya Kennedy and Cailynn Moore. 

 

2ndGrade 
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4th Grade 
Teachers… 

Mrs.  Thomason 
Mr.  James 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Welcome Back!  We are eager to get to know all of you over the next few weeks.  
We are the fourth grade team at Washington School.   

We are looking forward to a terrific year filled with learning.  We are eager to help 
each student gain confidence in their abilities as they learn new things.  This year 
will be very different with remote learning.  We ask you to work with us to make sure 
that your child reaches his/her highest potential.  Please remember that we are in 
this together and we need to work together to best meet your child’s needs.   Please 
be patient and flexible as we are all learning this new way of school.   

Do not hesitate to contact use if you have any questions, comments, suggestions, or 
concerns.  Please know that we will address them as soon as possible.  We can 
always set up an appointment for a conference.  We look forward to working with 
you and your child. 

Sincerely,  

Mrs. Thomason 
Mr. James 
 
thomasoni@district148.net  
jamesr@district148.net 
 

 

 

 

4th Grade 

 

mailto:thomasoni@district148.net
mailto:jamesr@district148.net
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Fifth Grade is starting our new school year with a positive attitude. Our 

new normal is something to get used to but we are up for the challenge. 
Not only are we focusing on our learning, we are becoming pros at using 
our computers.  

In Reading, we are reading the novel "The Night of the Spadefoot Toads". 
We are learning new skills to identify Point-of-View of a character, 
Comparing and Contrasting characters. We encourage each student to 

read independently at home for at least 20 minutes a day to build those 
skills in reading.  

In Math, we are reviewing fractions everyday as we prepare for the IAR 
Test in the Spring. We are also learning to find the Volume of 

rectangular prisms. We are also reviewing fractions everyday as we 
prepare for the IAR testing in the Spring. Students should go on our 

math program website, I-Ready Math to practice the skills they are 
interested in. The good thing is that they can use their regular 
username and password to get to the I-Ready Math website.  

In Science, we will be exploring Ecosystems to align with our novel. We 

will learn how an ecosystem works for living organisms.  

In Social Studies, we are allowing students to research their interest as 
a class project. Then, we will explore the beginning history of our 

country.  

Thank you for having your child on their Zoom Class Meeting every day 
and on time. Homework is given Monday through Thursday.  

Parents, we appreciate your support. Together we can make this year 

successful for your child.  

Sincerely,  

Ms. Garrett  
Mr. Norris  
Mr. Pletka  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

5th Grade    

 

5th Grade 
Teachers… 

Mr. Pletka 

Mr. Norris 

Ms. Garrett 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fifth Grade Students of the Month 

Ms. Garrett- Tivon Scarborough 

Mr. Norris- Brandi Alexander 

Mr. Pletka- Amaya Ross 
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Elementary Physical Education 
 
Greetings Washington Elementary Parents/Guardians and Students: 
During October our K-4 grade students will be taking some Physical 
Fitness Pretests. These tests measure flexibility, core strength and 
endurance. These are baseline assessments. They will be a situp 
test if not already completed, the sit and reach test and the pushup 
test. Please be sure to also complete your exercise routine 2 times a 
week. This consists of 30 jumping jacks, 10 situps , 10 pushups and 
jog in place for 30 seconds. Keep track of the exercises and send to 
me on Class Dojo or my email: eakerj@district148.net. Continue to 
stay safe and well. 

 
September SOM: 
 
1- Bernard Jackson  
2. Kaci Goodrum 
3. Kamari Allen    
4. Dante Floyd 
 
Janet L Eaker 
K-5 Physical Education Teacher 
Washington School 
 

Elementary 
Physical 

Education 
Teacher…. 

Ms. Eaker 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

K-5 Music 
Teacher… 
Mr. Cheney 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Elementary Music    

Hello Families of Washington School:  
 

Music classes in October will be learning to read, sing, play, and listen to a variety of 

music, focusing on different concepts:  Kindergarten students will continue developing 

steady beat and their singing voices through echoing and call & response songs.  First 

Grade classes will develop ways of using the voice including singing, whispering, and 

shouting, and building their set of known rhythms to include half and whole 

notes.  Second grade students will be exploring elements of music such as dynamics 

(loud/soft), tempo (fast/slow), and pitch (high/low).  Third and Fourth grade classes will 

be developing music reading skills, with fourth grade leading into playing recorders (if 

it’s possible when we return to school).  Fifth grade classes will begin learning about 

musical performers and composers in addition to learning new rhythm concepts.  

Also, during remote learning please check out the Class Story on ClassDojo for more 

information and updates.  
 

Mr. Cheney  
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Resource 
Team… 

K-4th Grade Special 
Education:                                      
Mrs. Cullen 

 
5th -6th Grade Special 
Education: Ms. Weber 

 
Elementary 

Paraprofessional: 
Ms. Basemore 

7th Grade Special Education 
Serita Whitehorn 

 
8th Grade Special 

Education: Mrs. Snedden 
 

Junior High 
Paraprofessional:           

Mrs. Ragland 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From The Desk Of Support Services 

 

The 2020-2021 school year is well on its way with getting to know your 

child and a variety of assessments. Another item that is well on its way is 

your child’s annual reviews. This time together is extremely important to 

us because we get your input into forming new goals and objectives. 

Thank you to the parents/guardians who attended the junior high annual 

reviews. Elementary and the remainder of junior high students' annual 

reviews are just getting started. We look forward to meeting with you on 

Zoom.  

The beginning of the school year is extremely important for establishing 

successful habits. While this year is different, we still need routine. 

Logging into Zoom for attendance, being present in classes, and 

completing homework are all still required of each student. Remote 

learning has given learning a whole new meaning. Remember, our team is 

here to help you. Please reach out if you need anything!  

Thank you for your being a special part of our team! If you need anything, 

don't hesitate to call! (708)201-2078  

Mrs. Cullen: K-4 Special Education  

Ms. Weber: 5-6 Special Education  

Mrs. Whitehorn: Junior High Special Education  

Mrs. Snedden – Junior High Special Education  

Mrs. Ragland – Junior High Paraprofessional  

Mrs. Gray – Junior High Special Education Aide 
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From The Desk Of Nurse Konczal 

We made it through the first month of our new way of learning! Congratulate yourselves for 

a job well done. The coronavirus or COVID-19 is a new strain of coronavirus not previously 

seen in humans that is spreading worldwide. Four other strains of the virus are actually very 

common and usually cause mild symptoms (like the common cold). Covid 19 has symptoms 

associated with common illnesses. Seasonal allergies triggered by airborne pollen can lead to 

seasonal allergic rhinitis which affects the nose and sinuses, and allergic conjunctivitis, 

which affects the eyes. Because symptoms can be similar to other illnesses it may difficult to 

tell them apart and you may need to get tested to confirm diagnosis. Below is an example of 

the symptoms. 

 

Mandated requirement by the state: 

Kindergarten: Current physical (dated 8/19/19 or later), up to date immunizations for age, 

Eye exam by eye doctor, and dental exam dated 11/15/2019 or later. 

2nd grade Dental exam dated 11/15/2019 or later. 

6th grade: Current physical (dated 8/19/19 or later), up to date immunizations for age, with 

6th grade immunizations for d-tap and meningitis and dental exam dated 11/15/2019 or 

later. 

 

Please take a picture of your medical forms on a flat surface with all information visible and 

make sure the date is on the document with MD signature and email them as an 

ATTACHMENT to me at konczalm@district148.net 

 

PHYSICALS WITH UP TO DATE IMMUNIZATIONS ARE REQUIRED IN THE HEALTH OFFICE BY 

0CTOBER 14th OR THE STATE REQUIRES YOUR CHILD TO BE EXCLUDED FROM SCHOOL ON 

OCTOBER 15TH UNTIL OBTAINED. THIS MANDATE STILL APPLIES EVEN THOUGH SCHOOL 

IS IN REMOTE LEARNING. 

Have a happy and healthy month. 

Nurse K 

 

 

 
 

School Nurse… 
Ms. Mary Jo Konczal 
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From The Desk of the Social Workers 

Socially Speaking…………From Your School Social Workers 

As we continue to do something NEW and DIFFERENT, let us make room for well-

being as we help our children learn virtually. 

1. Help your child (ren) establish and stick to a routine and schedule. 

2. Help your child (ren) create their own space for learning which is quiet and 

comfortable. 

3. Limit distractions. 

4. Keep in touch with other parents, students and teachers via the phone, text and 

social media. 

5. Mix screen time with old school learning. Encourage your child (ren) to read. 

6. Maintain breaks – eat snacks, drink water or take a walk, even if it is inside your 

home. Take time for physical activity and exercise. 

7. Be a good friend to yourself and your child. Model a positive attitude and say kind 

things to your child (ren) and yourself. 

8. Get help when you need it. Seek out family, friends and school staff. 

Communicate with others and build relationships. 

9. Use movement and humor. Laugh, sing and dance. Watch a good funny movie. 

Make time to be silly. Have a dance party! 

10. Take care of yourself! Tend to your own physical and emotional needs. Listen to 

some music. Schedule 10 -15 minutes a day of some “me” time. You deserve it! You 

are doing an AWESOME job! 

Let us continue to stay socially connected while we practice physical distancing. 

Ms. Holmes and Ms. Leach – School Social Workers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resource team 

 

Social 

Workers… 
 

Elementary Social 

Worker… 

Ms. Holmes 

 
Junior High Social 

Worker… 

Ms. Leach 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speech and 
Language 

Pathologist… 

Mrs. Megan Wall 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Speech and Language 

News This month we have been learning about traditions, polar bears and making inferences. 

Students created a sequencing craft based on the book “There Was an Old Woman Who 

Swallowed a Bell”. We also worked on describing objects based on their category and function.  

  

Words to Know: 

Tradition- transmission of customs from generation to generation 

Frigid- very cold 

Exchange- the act of giving one thing and receiving another in return 

  

Language Activity at Home: 

Bake cookies with your child. Talk about sequencing the steps and the names of the 

ingredients needed to complete your task.  

  

Articulation Activity at Home: 

Read a book with your child. Point out specific words that contain a speech sound your child is 

working on. See if they can identify words with their sounds as well. 
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MTSS 

Coordinators: 
Ms. Wallace (Elem) 

Ms. Martin (JH) 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back everyone! I am excited to be a part of this educational  
  
Ms. Nina Martin  
MTSS Facilitator  
Washington Junior High  
(708) 201-2078 ext. 2396  
 
 

 
Response to intervention (RTI) may sound complicated, but it’s based on a fairly 
simple idea. Base off the beginning of the year assessments, Washington 
Elementary and Junior High started looking at everyone’s skills in Reading, 
Writing and Math. This action provided the teachers with targeted skills/teaching 
plans—called interventions—to help struggling students catch up. 
The goal is for the school to intervene, or step in, and start helping before 
anyone falls really far behind. 

It’s often hard for a teacher to tell right away which students are struggling or 
why. RTI aims to identify struggling students early on and give them the support 
they need to be successful in school. 
The word intervention is key to understanding what RTI is all about. The goal is 
for the school to intervene, or step in, and start helping before anyone falls really 
far behind. RTI isn’t a specific program or type of teaching. It’s a proactive 
approach to measuring students’ skills and using this data to decide which types 
of targeted teaching to use. 
Interventions can be part of classroom-wide instruction. The teacher may break 
students into small groups tailored for different skill levels or learning styles. 
RTI is designed to take kids from where they are in terms of skills and help them 
move toward grade-level expectations. That means adjustments can be made. 

Here are some other reasons why RTI is used: 

 Students continue to receive their core instruction in the general 
education classroom. 

 The increasing levels of support mean that if the first intervention method 
doesn’t work, there are other options before special education. 

 With RTI, Washington isn’t taking a “wait and see” approach to students’ 
learning. They can start to get extra help before he/she falls so far behind 
that he needs to attend summer school or repeat a grade. 

 Progress monitoring means that if your child is referred for special 
education services, there’s already documentation about which type of 
instruction has not been helpful for your child. 

Again, the goal is for the school to intervene, or step in, and start helping before 
anyone falls really far behind. 
I hope this information helps with understanding RTI better. Please feel free to 
reach out with any questions or concerns. 
  
Marion Wallace 
MTSS Facilitator - Elementary 
Nina Martin 
MTSS Facilitator -  Junior High 

 

What is RTI? 
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Elementary Safety Facilitator 

 Junior High Safety Facilitator 

 

Parents/Guardians/Caretakers 

Greeting Awesome Colleagues, 
 
 
Hope your days are pleasant and filled with joy as we journey further into our 
virtual academic school year!  I wanted to take the time to thank you all for a 
fantastic job with your students during our PBIS Kick-Off Celebration.  Even though 
we demonstrated the expectations and procedures to the students, it's going to 
take practice, practice, and more practice to truly build the behavioral climate and 
culture we desire to see.  Therefore, don't let up and keep pushing the expectations 
with fidelity.  Please be on the lookout for important dates and times involving PBIS 
recognition and reward activities for our students.  We need to positively reinforce 
desired behaviors and attitudes especially during the challenges of remote 
learning.  Let's give praise to the students that exhibits the 3 B's!  
 
Hassan Hughes 
Washington Jr. High School 
JH Safety Facilitator 

 
Elementary 

Safety 
Facilitator… 

Ms. Ballentine 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Junior High 
Mentor, Coach, 

& Safety 
Facilitator… 
Mr. Hughes 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Greetings Families of District 148! My name is Ms. Ozzietta Y. Ballentine.  I 

am the new Safety Facilitator for Washington Elementary School (K-5).  I have 18 

years of educational instructional experience. Nine of those years, I completed a 

combination of teaching 8th grade Reading/Language Arts and being a Team Cluster 

Leader.  I am prepared to transition into my leadership role as your (K-5) Safety 

Facilitator.  I look forward to engaging and communicating with the K-5 instructors, 

our students and our parents.  I will provide tangible incentives for the students as 

well as building a lifelong transparent community.  GO BULLDOGS!!!!! 
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Greetings to all of my Washington Art students and their families! I hope you’re all 

staying safe and positive in these challenging times. These first weeks of the school year 

have been interesting and challenging for students and staff. I thought about how a couple 

hundred years ago, horses were the main mode of transportation; then how automobiles 

slowly became a part of our lives. The first automobiles were noisy, slow and smelly—

they broke down frequently.  Most people thought that they would never catch on. Now, 

think how important automobiles are in our lives today! Greetings to all of my 

Washington Art students and their families! I hope you’re all staying safe and positive in 

these challenging times. These first weeks of the school year have been interesting and 

challenging for Greetings to all of my Washington Art students and their families! I hope 

you’re all staying safe and positive in these challenging times. These first weeks of the 

school year have been interesting and challenging for students and staff. I thought about 

how a couple hundred years ago, horses were the main mode of transportation; then how 

automobiles slowly became a part of our lives. The first automobiles were noisy, slow and 

smelly—they broke down frequently.  Most people thought that they would never catch 

on. Now, think how important automobiles are in our lives today!  

With Remote Learning, most of us are frustrated and stressed by how technology has 

invaded our educational lives. The horrible COVID-19 pandemic has changed every 

section of our lives including in-person learning. We must learn from and take advantage 

of this new way of education—I invite you to come along as we explore Art in a different 

manner.  

 Although we are only meeting “face-to-face” through Zoom meetings on a weekly 

schedule, my Art Lessons will be assigned through the ClassDojo platform.  Every week I 

will post your Art assignment there.  Most will be Guided Drawing Lessons that require 

only paper, pencils, crayons or markers. You will have a week to complete each project.  I 

doubt if any assignment will take more than one hour to complete.  Please color neatly a 

.Outlining in black enhances your work.  In the beginning you may be a little nervous 

about drawing, but I am confident that with more practice, you will get better! Date your 

work so that one day you can proudly say, “Mr. Jones was right…I am getting better 

in drawing!”  

 Parents and students can direct questions to me through ClassDojo Messages or to my 

Washington school email at jonesm@district148.net. 

Mr. Milton Jones  

Art Teacher 

 

Thank you, 

Mr. Milton Jones 

Art Teacher 

 

 Elementary and Junior High Art Facilitator 

 

Elementary  

And  

Junior High  

Art  

Teacher 

Mr. Jones 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jonesm@district148.net
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KINDERGARTEN-Aiden Riley 

 

1ST GRADE-Fathiat Amuda 

 

2ND GRADE-Tabitha Fikes 

 

3RD GRADE-Cadynce Miller 

 

4TH GRADE-Qamont Parr 

 

5TH GRADE-Phallyn Vassar 

 

6TH GRADE-Dereon Warren 

 

7TH GRADE-Zion Jordan 

 

8TH GRADE-JehNeNe Howell 

 

September 2020 ART STUDENTS OF THE MONTH 
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The beginning of the school year is has been very different for all of us. 

Thank you all so much for your patience as we navigate through creating 

the best possible learning environment for our students. We are working on 

building a community so that we can effectively work together as a team. 

Here is what’s been going on during our Zoom Classes. In Reading, we are 

at the beginning stages with our novel entitled, “The Lightning Thief.” The 

students are learning to become better readers by finding the gist of the text 

and making notes or what they notice and what they wonder as we are 

reading. The focus in Math is on solve real-world and mathematical 

problems involving area, surface area, and volume. Students have been 

learning more about storytelling during writing. They are creating 

characters, settings, obstacles and solution in order to develop a published 

piece of writing. In Science and Social Studies we have been exploring 

many different avenues related to the 6th grade curriculum. Needless to say, 

we have been very busy learning to appreciate others and education. Let’s 

continue to work hard and have a successful year together.  

Ms. Seaton, Ms. Reed, and Mrs. Bolden-Winston 

 

 

6th Grade 
Teachers… 

 

Ms. Reed 

Ms. Seaton 

Mrs. Winston 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7th Grade 
Teachers… 

Ms. Grover 

Ms. Gordon 

Mr. Wells 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7th Grade 

Washington School is on the MAP! This year is a challenge because it's a 

prototype year. Remote Learning is edifying and electrifying. 7th grade 

students are commencing with the Constitution and African-American History 

intertwined. Technology will be utilized as a means of capturing the hearts and 

minds of our students. Students are personalizing the Constitution in 

meaningful and seminal ways. History is being brought directly into the 

domestic adobes of 7th grade students. Basic EXPECTATIONS and SKILLS are 

being cultivated daily by instilling theory with action. Students are expected to 

be engaged and completing homework that reinforces what they've learned in 

class. Book Reports, Dramatizations and Projects are authentic 

assessments/components used to demonstrate differentiated instruction with 

FIDELITY. Washington School is on the MAP!  

Mr. Wells, Mrs. Grover, Ms. Gordon 

7th grade Teachers! 
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Junior High Physical Education 

education Washington Junior High  

Physical Education Dept.  

Dear Parents/Guardians;  

We miss having to blow the whistle yelling “stop play fighting” but we will survive 

this short intermission. First quarter is almost over and we are glad to have students 

taking their Physical Fitness seriously. Physical Fitness is more important now than 

before. While you are at home continuing with our Fitness and Health education it 

provides a coping measure that helps reduce stress. Fitness testing will begin shortly 

and hopefully be completed by November 13, 2020.  

Did you Know: Research shows that physical education is related to better academic 

behaviors. Studies have shown that students have better concentration, impulse 

control, and are able to retain more information after engaging in physical activity. 

Source: “Enhanced P.E. Task Force of Illinois”.  

If you have any questions or concerns please don’t hesitate to reach out to Mrs. 

Blackful or Mr. Roberson. We can be reached at: 

Mrs. Blackful: blackfult@district148.net Mr. Roberson: robersone@district148.net 

 

Junior High PE 
Teachers… 

Mr. Roberson 

Mrs. Blackful 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior High Media 
Specialist… 

Mrs. Morgan 

 

 

 

 

 

Jr. High 
Computer 
Teacher… 

Ms. Durden 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Junior High Technology  
Dear Parents/Guardians; 

Students have been focusing on keyboarding skills and learning the importance of using 

this skill not just in school but also in the world of work. It is a transferable skill that is 

used in many occupations and the faster a person types with few errors the more 

valuable that skills becomes for that person. Student have been practicing fingering 

reaches daily and how to properly sit at a computer workstation. Keyboarding takes time 

and practice to learn however it is a great skill to have and will be used throughout the 

students’ life.  

If you have any questions or concerns please don’t hesitate to reach out to Ms. 
Durden. I can be reached at: durdenp@district148.net.  

 

Junior High Media Center  
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8th Grade 8th Grade 

Teachers… 
 

Ms. Gray 

Ms.  

Ms. Weathersby 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Weathersby 

In Math, Ms. Weathersby’s Wonderful Math Scholars are still learning how to navigate our new 

Math Program...Ready Classroom Mathematics along with the i-Ready Computer Component.   

I-Ready is a personalized instruction path that helps students fill prerequisite gaps and build up 

grade-level skills.  Therefore, it is IMPERATIVE that students are not only completing their 

Teacher-Assigned Lessons and Homework but also, that they are completing assignments in their 

My Path Assignment Logs.  Students should be logging on to i-Ready EVERYDAY during 

Intervention which is built in their schedules from 1:40-2:30!  On some days, I have extended 

Math Sessions during that time; however, students are still expected to log in for at least 20 

minutes afterwards. 

This month the Seventh Graders will be finishing up Unit 1 on Proportional Relationships:  

Ratios, Rates and Circles and the Eighth Graders will also be finishing up their Unit 1 on 

Geometric Figures:  Rigid Transformations and Congruence.  Students know that the lesson we 

are working on in the book is always available to them online in Teams as well as the slides from 

class.  All book assignments are also posted on Teams and should be turned in on Teams. 

I know Remote Learning has not been an easy adjustment for all and together, we will get through 

this.  If you should ever need to contact me, I can be reached on my cell at 708-248-2511...e-mail 

weathersbyn@district148.net or on Class Dojo. 

 

 

Greetings Washington Family! 

Our school year is off to an awesome start! With the completion of Baseline 

Testing, students are diving into content for ELA and Writing. We have started 

our first EL Module: Latin American Folklore which will expose students to 

tales from a culture that may be very different from their own. We are examining 

the elements of a Memoir, and students are in the beginning stages of the writing 

process in the creation of their own memoirs. Please know that I am available to 

answer any of your questions or concerns and to support your child’s learning in 

any way that I can. You can email me or send me a message on ClassDojo and I 

will get back to you as soon as I can. Continue to encourage your child to attend 

class daily and follow the expectations set forth for remote learning. 

Maxine Gray, M.S.Ed, M.Ed 
8th Grade ELA Teacher 
Washington Jr. High 
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