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  Greetings parent and guardians, 

 

Thank you for all of the support you have shown to our school so far 

this year during remote learning.  We are continuing to focus on high 

standards for behavior, attendance and academic achievement.  Eve-

ry student here at Park School is knowledgeable of our mission, “Do 

Your Work and Behave”.  As we move through the second quarter of 

the school year, it is important that your student is logged into 

Zoom every day at 9am to 2pm.  We have a new math curriculum 

which requires our students to spend time daily, working on their 

Learning Paths.  These math Learning Paths are designed to master 

specific skills your child may have missed during their course of 

schooling.  The Learning Paths are established to close the gaps be-

tween student learning and student achievement. 

             We need your help in making sure that you and your child 

are well informed during Remote Learning.  Please make sure you are 

registered to Park School’s Class Dojo.  Principal Wilson and other 

staff will post updates and videos to keep families abreast of dis-

trict and school information.  We will also continue to send Robocalls 

when needed.  Our latest addition to communication is emailing par-

ents/guardians important flyers, surveys and announcements.  If we 

do not have your email on file, please contact the school at 708-849-

9440. 

 For emergency purposes, please call the school if 

your home, work or cell phone number(s) have recent-

ly changed, should we ever need to contact you. 

Family Math Night will be Thursday, November 19, 

2020 via Zoom with a focus on Balanced Math during 

Remote Learning.  Family Reading Night did 

not have much participation.  Please mark your 

calendars and set aside one hour to engage 

P A R K  E L E M E N T A R Y  
S C H O O L  N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 0  N E W S  

W E L C O M E  B A C K !  
“ PA R K  S C H O O L  W H E R E  L E A R N I N G  I S  F U N ”  

DOLTON – RIVERDALE SCHOOL DISTRICT 148 

From the Principal’s desk  
Special Events,  

Important Dates 

 to Remember: 

 Nov. 1st  Turn your clocks back 
one hour. 

 Nov. 3rd  Election Day             
No  School. 

 Nov. 19th  Family Math Night via 
Zoom. 

 Nov. 20th  School Improvement 
Day Zoom Classes Dismissed at 
Noon. 

 Nov. 20th  Second Quarter       
Progress report can be viewed via 
DoJo. 

 Nov. 24th School Board Meeting 
5:00 pm via Zoom. 

 Nov 24th – 27th  Fall Break         
No School. 

 Nov. 26th  

 

 

      WE Are The Park Panthers 

Ms. D. Wilson 

Park  School Principal 

wilsond@district148.net 
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Ms. Zambrano  zambranor@district148.net   &   Ms. Brown,  brownli@district148.net  

                              Administrative Support 

 Attendance is taken each day at 9am. It is important for your child to be present in their Zoom classroom.  
Teachers will post attendance to indicate your child’s presence or absence for the day.   Automatic robocalls will con-
tact you if your child was marked absent.  Many students are logging into Zoom but leaving.  Students will be marked 
absent or half day if they are not in full attendance.  Governor J. B. Pritzker signed a requirement into law mandating 
a 5-hour minimum requirement for traditional public schools.  We are currently utilizing our school day with the re-
quired time remotely. Students should be working on their learning paths in Ready Math from 2pm to 3pm. Please 
mark sure your child is logged into Zoom from 9am to 2pm Monday-Friday.  

The office would like to remind you that when your student will be absent from the Zoom meeting, please call the 
office at (708) 849-9440 by 9:00 am to report the absence.   

It is very important to always keep the office updated with any phone number(s) & email changes. 

 When you receive a phone call/message from Park School, please listen to the entire message first. 

 Note the person who called you. 

 When you return their call, we will know who to connect you to. 

 

 

The Students of the Month for September 

 

Kindergarten Ms. Watson. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Josiah Brown 

Kindergarten Ms. Shaw. . . . . .  . . . . . . . . Amir Pledger  

1
st
 Grade Ms. Moyenda. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Makenzie McCain 

1
st
 Grade Mrs. Lopez . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ashaunti Kates 

2
nd

 Grade Mrs. Gatheright . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Julian Cross  

2
nd

 Grade Ms. Johnson. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Aireon Parker 

3
rd

 Grade Ms. Brush . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nicholas Taylor 

3
rd

 Grade Mrs. M. Robinson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Donald Robinson  

4
th
 Grade Ms. McMillian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .London Brown 

4
th
 Grade Mrs. R. Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lamaya Swanigan  

5
th
 Grade Ms. Genco . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  .Kayden Wilkins 

5
th
 Grade Mrs. Wheaton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Denzel Cruz 

6
th
 Grade Mrs. Lovejoy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Aaliyah Taylor  

Office News 



3 

Hello Parents and Guardians,  

 

 The first quarter of Kindergarten is offi-
cially over! Thank you for those who joined us 
on our first virtual field trip! We had a blast at 
the virtual apple orchard. Your students have 
been working so hard the past 40 days on their 
learning packets. They are now familiar with 

working hard on:  Letter names sounds, sight 
words (20 words by this point) describing the 
role of authors and illustrators, identifying initial 
sounds of words, writing and identifying numer-
als 0-10, counting objects up to ten and using a 
ten-frame. 

 

 We will be reading about penguins, 
ponds, and creatures that live in or near ponds. 
Please practice encouraging your student to ask 
more questions when they listen to a story. We 
encourage our children to read at home for at 
least 20 minutes a day with an adult. We also 
want to make sure we are working on necessary 
tasks such as listening when someone is speak-
ing, holding a pencil and scissors the correct 
way, and being safe with the Chromebooks. 
These tasks seem small but are a big help with 
our class sessions.                                          
Thank you, Families for partnering with us!  
 

With Love and Care, 

Miss Watson & Miss Shaw    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Shaw shawg@district148.net  

 &    Miss Watson watsond@district148.net  

 
 

Hello First Grade Families!   Dear First Grade Parents:  
  
             Thank you parents for meeting with us via Zoom 
for parent/teacher conferences.  We would also like to 
thank all or our parents for supporting and assisting their 
children during remote instruction and during the initial 
use of the Chrome books.    
             In reading, we are going to dive into the first 
module of ReadyGEN, which is our reading program. 
There will be repetition of what has been given in the 
packets, but this may be necessary to make sure that stu-
dents have an opportunity to master needed foundational 
skills which lead to future learning.  In math, we will 
delve into the first unit in iReady math addressing addi-
tion and subtraction within 10.  We will also use strate-
gies throughout the year that will prompt and foster our 
students use of the Standards of Mathematical Practice 
(see below).  In addition, student’s will be guided in using 
the tools they need to navigate iReady math learning re-
sources.    
       The parent/teacher partnerships we all have fostered 
during this unchartered journey are vital to the growth of 
our first grade students and are greatly appreciated.  
Standards of Mathematical Practice in I Can Statements   

1. I can solve problems in different ways without giving 

up.  

2. I can think about numbers in many ways.  

3. I can explain my thinking and listen to others’ think-

ing.  

4. I can show my thinking.  

5. I can use tools and know when to use them.  

6. I can use correct words and check my work.  

7. I can look for patterns.  
I can use shortcuts that I understand.  
 

 

Mrs. Lopez 
lopezde@district148.net  

 and      

1st Grade News 
Kindergarten 
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Dear  Sincerely, the Second Grade Team 

     This month, in math we are 

working on one step word prob-

lems in subtraction and addi-

tion. 

 In reading, we are working 

on the main topic and key de-

tails in our  informational text 

Friends Around the World.  

 In science, we are working 

on matter – recognizing matter 

properties, how matter is 

changed etc.  

 

 In social studies we are 

working on traditions .   
 
 

 Mrs. Gatheright gaterightg@district148.net  

  
  
 
 

Mrs. Johnson johnsonk@district148.net  

 

 

Greetings Parents and Guardians.  

 
 We appreciate all of the support and concerns 
that you have shown thus far.  It was wonderful to talk to 
you about your student at conferences.  We will continue 
to support you and your student as much as we 
can.  Please don't hesitate to reach out if you need any-
thing.  We will help in any possible way. 
 

      During ReadyGEN, we are building our stamina. This 
is great as this means students should be able to work and 
read independently of the teacher while the teacher 
works with small groups of students. Working remotely 
makes small groups very difficult, so students have to be 
able to work independently so we can meet the needs of 
all students.  We are in the middle of Module A.  We are 
focusing on narrative writing which we will be using Mi-
crosoft Word to turn in the writing.   The students will 
be planning for their assessment at the end of the Mod-
ule.   In Math, we are continuing to become more fluent 
with multi-digit adding and subtracting.  These skills will 
help us transition to multiplication strategies in the next 
few weeks.  Please practice skip counting and addition/
subtraction at home to help with fluency.  In Science, we 
are learning about force and motion. In Social Science, 
we are learning about the election happening this month. 

 
Please make sure that your child signs into the 
zoom by 8:50 a.m., as instruction begins prompt-
ly at 9:00 a.m.    

Thanks for your continued support!    
 

 

Mrs. Robinson  robinsonm@district148.net  

 

 

 

Ms. Brush brushl@district148.net  

 

 

3rd Grade News 2nd Grade News 
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 Thank you as always for your continued 
support. We truly appreciated the opportunity to 
meet with each and everyone of you during our 
Virtual Parent Teacher Conferences. Teacher and 
Parent communication is essential and maintaining 
a successful remote learning experience for both 
you and your child.  
 Please remember to stay connected with 
ClassDojo daily as we continue to send updates  
frequently.  

         The all school Science Fair is quickly ap-
proaching. Science Fair experiments should be go-

ing forth at this point. The Grade 4 Class Science 
Fair is Monday, November 23, 2020 and Tuesday, 
November 24, 2020. The Grade 4 District Science 
Fair is on Wednesday, December 2, 2020. We look 
forward to seeing all the wonderful experiments 
that our scientists have worked hard to conduct. 
 

 

              Mrs. Smith smithr@district148.net   

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

    Fifth grade is finishing writ-

ing narrative stories using dialogue and set-

ting details, and moving into to Module B 

in the Reading Program Ready Gen.  This 

unit will focus primarily on informational 

text and informative and explanatory writ-

ing.  In the text selections students will 

learn about different environments, ani-

mals, and habitats that might be new to 

them.  
The math instruction will consist of 

multi-digit multiplication where students will 

build on their understanding of multiplica-

tion and place value concepts from 

4
th
 grade.  This learning is the foundation of 

more complex mathematical concepts.   
Science and Social Studies will chal-

lenge students to think about the Big Ques-

tion: “How do human beings affect their 

surroundings?”  We’ll explore early coloni-

zation of North America and different eco-

systems.   
We want to thank everyone for the 

continued support and patience as we con-

tinue to navigate remote learning. Stay 

healthy and safe!  
 

Fifth Grade Teachers  
 

Ms. Genco gencor@district148.net      
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs. 

Wheatonwheatonl@district148.net  
 
 
 
 

4th Grade News 5th Grade 
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Thank you for meeting with us in October for your 

child's report card. We appreciate all you do to support us 

at Park School.   In reading we learning about life in ancient 

Egypt.  Later we will be studying ancient Mayan Civiliza-

tions. We continue to review basic math skills to support 

student learning in regard to the concept of area, perimeter 

and volume.   

              Please make sure your child is on time for 

Zoom so that they will be able to participate in instruction-

al activities.  In order to promote a positive classroom com-

munity and build relationships with our students we need 

to keep distractions to a minimum. Students should prac-

tice proper zoom etiquette and the 3 B's. We also encour-

age students to use learning websites when not in Zoom to 

supplement learning in areas of need. 

Mr. McKnight and Ms. Lovejoy  

Park 6th Grade Teachers 

 

Mr. McKnight  
mcknightt@district148.net  

Ms. Lovejoy 
lovejoyp@district148.net  

  

  

 Greetings to all parents and other read-

ers.  There are many tips that can be provided to 

aid with study or learning skills.  One practice stu-

dents can exercise that may contribute to their in-

classroom success is that of "whole bod listening". 

 

It consists of: 

1. Using one's eyes to look at the person talking. 

2. Having both ears ready to listen. 

3. Having the mouth quiet and making no noise. 

4. Hands resting and quiet. 

5. Feet are on the floor. 

6. Your body facing the speaker. 

7. Your brain is actively thinking about what's   

being said. 

8. And, your heart is caring about what the    

speaker is saying. 

 

Try these steps and see how it works for you or 

your Park student. 

 

 

 

Mr. Dawson, MSW, LSW 

School Social Worker 

Tel# 773-756-6756 
 dawsont@district148.net  

The month of November brings a new focus for the month.  November's Social-Emotional 
Learning journey includes Capturing Kids Heart- communication, PBIS-respect, and Restorative Jus-
tice- tolerance.  Communication will be addressed using verbal and nonverbal exchanges of infor-
mation.  Respect will be addressed in recognizing and abiding by rules, expectations, and 
goals.  Tolerance will be addressed by teaching the importance of allowing something to occur or 
exist even if you do not agree.  
 

Please encourage students to communicate with you and make sure they clearly understand 
verbal and nonverbal cues.  Help them identify what tolerance looks like in their world.  Most im-
portantly, help them understand that respect is not all about showing it to others but to also show 
respect for self. 

 

 

Ms. Love ,CARE Facilitator marzette-lovet@district148.net                                            
    
 

6th grade News 
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 Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

 The flu season is here in addition to COVID-19 and it is imperative to review basic good 

health practices with your family to limit the spread of infection. It is very important to 

maintain good nutrition, personal hygiene, proper rest, and proper hydration. Hand washing is 

essential! Cough or sneeze into your arm to decrease transmission and wipe down surfaces 

whenever possible. Also, we are advised to wear our masks and keep 6 feet apart when we are 

out. 
 

 The signs and symptoms of COVID-19 onset vary, but over the course of the disease, 

most people with COVID-19 experience one or more of the following: 

Fever or chills. 

Cough. 

Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing. 

Fatigue. 

Muscle or body aches. 

Headache. 

Loss of taste or smell. 

Sore throat 

If you are experiencing any of these symptoms contact your health provider! 

 

 Lastly, we still need your assistance in obtaining the needed physicals and immunizations 

for your child. Letters have been sent to you if your child is not in compliance. Please make an 

appointment with your health care provider if you haven’t already to complete the needed re-

quirements. All sixth grade students were required to have a physical, Tdap, and Meningococ-

cal vaccine for the start of school. Kindergarten students were 

required to have a physical, updated boosters and eye exam/or 

waiver. Kindergarten, second and sixth grade students are also re-

quired to have a dental exam. Please call school if you have any 

questions. Physicals and immunizations need to be updated even 

though we are remote! 

 

Thank you for your assistance! 

 

Nurse’s Corner 
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 The Resource Team would like to thank our wonderful parents who participated in Parent 

Teacher Conferences.  Research shows that when there is a positive connection between home 

and school, the result is your child making more progress. Thank you for your support! We truly 

are a team! 

 

         It’s hard to believe November has arrived.  Even with Remote Learning, the colder weath-

er can impact school motivation and even our own.  It’s a priority to keep up our communication 

and reviewing your child/s work.   3-6 Grade students need to begin thinking about IAR Assess-

ment that comes in March.  Here are some websites to assist preparation for this: 

     https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/practice-tests/ 

     https://www.lumoslearning.com/llwp/resources/iar-practice-tests-mathela.html                     

(this site does give a certain number of questions for free) 

 

 Also, to help your child succeed in reading, DOGO News is a great reading cite for the 

older crowd of students in Grades 3-6.  It’s a kid friendly news cite, created by a San Francisco 

mom for a younger audience. https://www.dogonews.com  

 

 Lastly, we are so excited to see the Kindergarten and First Grade receive their laptops!  

Here are some safe, fun and educational websites to fine tune your child to the rigors of Kin-

dergarten and first grade or when some homework assistance is needed.    

 

 Starfall – This site can be found on the school website.  This is a wonderful resource for 

young beginner readers and has great tools and games that align to the learning standards.  

https://www.starfall.com 

 

 PBS Kids – An educational website where kids could view read along stories, engage in an 

educational game or listen to a fun song. https://pbskids.org   

      

  As always, if you need assistance, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 

 

 

 
      

                                                                                                                            Ms. Ucki uckis@district148.net  

https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/practice-tests/
https://www.lumoslearning.com/llwp/resources/iar-practice-tests-math-%20ela.html
https://www.dogonews.com
https://www.starfall.com
https://pbskids.org
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  Dear Parents/Guardians,    

  

 

 Hopefully, the school year is off to a good start for your child.  For Park School students, the upcoming month looks to 
be a busy time of learning about music. Although teaching and learning music online is different and somewhat more compli-
cated, it is planned that students will continue to learn and grow musically.  Accordingly, each grade level will to be working on 

specific skills and concepts.  

 

 Kindergarten students will be experiencing some basic elements of music such as steady beat, using speaking and 
singing voices, echoing rhythmic and melodic patterns, and singing and moving to songs.  First grade will be distinguishing 
between beat and no beat, learning to identify and perform half notes, whole notes, and eighth notes, identifying different 
uses of the human voice, and distinguishing between environmental and musical sounds. Second grade will be learning to 
recognize and/or perform various music symbols (half rests, whole rests, dotted half notes, staff, treble clef, bar line, double bar 
line, repeat sign), to distinguish between meters of two and three, and to recognize music terms such as dynamics and tempo. 
It's planned that third grade will be learning terms related to tempo and dynamics, learning to perform single eighth note-
eighth rest rhythmic patterns, learning to recognize meter in four, and better learning to perform solfege syllables of the major 
scale with hand signs.  Fourth grade will be learning about the dotted quarter note-eighth note pattern, ledger lines, the grand 
staff, bass clef, and the term interlude. In fifth grade, students will be learning conducting patterns in two, three and four, and 
be able to recognize meters from notation in two, three, and four.  Also, it is planned that students will be able to recognize the 
tempo related terms ritardando, accelerando, and moderato.  Finally, in sixth grade students will be learning about cut-time 

and common time, triple and duple meter, Reggae, and various styles of dance.  

 

 As you can see, there is much that will be happening in Park School's music classes.  Thank you for your support! 

   

 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Manser  
manserm@district148.net 

 

 

 The Art Corner  
 
Kindergarten are reviewing line and shape. They will begin working with colors soon 
 
First grade is also reviewing line and shape. Primary colors will be featured also. 
 
Second grade is exploring warm, cool and neutral colors. Each group of colors will be the focus 
of a new drawing. 
 
Third grade are being introduced to complementary colors. They will draw portraits using these 
new color groups. 
 
Fourth grade are beginning to use tints and shades to make colors lighter and darker. 
 
Fifth grade are expanding their knowledge of colors by using tertiary colors. 
 
Sixth grade are also expanding their knowledge of colors. They will use analogous colors in a 
work of art. 

 

Sincerely,  Mr. Jordan jordanr@district148.net  
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Dear Parents and Guardians 

November, November, November!!! What an 

exciting time for Park!!! 

Here at Park, we are continuing our efforts to in-

form and educate students and their families, the 

importance of being safe. Parents please speak to 

your child and ask them to walk to the store or 

even to the car always be aware of their sur-

roundings. While traveling outside, please you’re 

your mask!! While at home, please remember to 

wash your hands frequently and disinfect objects 

you use daily, like cell phone cases, TV remotes 

etc. 

At Park School, we continue to emphasize stu-

dents showing “Acts of Kindness” and express 

being kind to your family, friends, and in your 

community. Students should also show courage 

and to not be afraid in making the right choices in 

their lives. Even when others are making bad de-

cisions or choice, stand up for “justice” and do 

what is right!! Students are encouraged to prac-

tice daily the 3 B’s: Being Respectful, Being Re-

sponsible and Being Safe!” 

I hope this month of Thanksgiving; we focus on 

others. Being thankful for all we have, all we 

have learned and accomplished and look to the 

future with great expectations!! 

Have A Wonderful, Blessed and Joyous Novem-

ber month and Thanksgiving Holiday. 

Be Safe and wear your 

mask!!! 

     Mrs. Gulledge 

     Safety Facilitator 

    Gulledge-jonesb@district148.net  

 

 
Mrs. Carriel, MTSS Facilitator 
 

Parent Teacher conferences were held Octo-

ber 30th.  I have found in my experience during con-

ferences, concerns may arise about your child’s aca-

demic learning gaps.  Here, in District 148, we use a 

multi-tiered instruction/intervention framework to or-

ganize resources and supports to ensure student 

learning and educational success.  All of our students 

enrolled in Park school receive Tier 1 core instruction 

and student supports in the classroom by their class-

room teacher, and yes this is happening in remote 

learning on zoom.   

We are now in the second quarter of learning 

in November.  During conferences, your child’s teach-

er may have discussed with you the need for addi-

tional supplemental instruction and intervention in 

order to be successful with Tier 1 instruction in read-

ing or math. This is when we move into Tier 2 where 

interventions are implemented in small groups for 30 

minutes per day between 3 to 5 days for 8 to 20 

weeks.  Tier 2 interventions target specific academic 

needs of your child.  Student progress is monitored 

and the intervention is evaluated for effectiveness.  

Parents are involved in a follow-up meeting with the 

MTSS problem solving team.  If you have any ques-

tions about the MTSS pro-

cess, contact Mrs. Carriel at 

Park school main office. 

 

  

Mrs. Carriel, MTSS facilitator car-

rield@district148.net  
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Park Elementary School 
14200 Wentworth Avenue 
Phone: (708)  849-9440 
FAX:      (708) 201-2144 
 

SCHOOL DISTRICT 148 

We are on the web! 
Go to: www. district148.net 

 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 148 MISSION: 

 

THE MISSION OF THE DISTRICT IS TO  
CHALLENGE AND SUPPORT ALL STUDENTS 

 TO REACH THEIR HIGHEST LEVEL 
 OF PERFORMANCE. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2  3 Election Day 

       No School 

 

4  5  6 7 

8 9  10 11 12 13   

 

14 

15 16   17 18 19 20 School                    

Improvement Day             

Noon  Dismissal  

2nd Quarter Progress 

Reports will be on  

DoJo 

21 

22 23 24 School 

Board Meeting 

5pm 

25 

No School 

Fall Break 

26 

 

 27  

No School 

Fall Break 

28 

29 30                 

     November  2020  

Preferred Mealtime Multi-Packs  nutritious  

worry free meals ready to heat and eat at home  

                              can be pickups on    

                   Mondays, Tuesdays , and Wednesdays 

                                    From 8:00 am until 11:00 am     


