
Lincoln Avenue School 
14151 Lincoln Avenue 

Dolton, IL  60419 
(708) 201-2075 

Greetings Lincoln Families! 
 
We hope that your children are enjoying a safe, healthy and memora-
ble school year thus far!  We have concluded the first half of the 
school year and have learned so much in academics and socially.  Our 
staff continues to modify lessons and activities based on student 
growth.   
 
5Essentials Survey 
The 5essentials Survey window is open.  This survey gauges how we 
well we are serving and addressing needs of our students and fami-
lies.  More information is forthcoming.  Thank you in advance for 
completing the survey. 
 
Technology 
Forms were sent home in the middle of January for any family that 
may need a hotspot, as well as to sign for students to transport district 
148 devices to and from school.  If you have not returned the forms, 
please do so.  Copies are located in both offices. 
 
Uniform Policy 
Thank you parents and guardians for ensuring our students follow the 
dress code guidelines.  Please be reminded that students should wear 
white tops and navy bottoms.  Students may wear a blue or white 
sweater—please, no hoodies.  Students are free to wear Lincoln gear 
instead of the white tops and navy bottoms.  New orders forms will be 
available this month.;;;;;;;;/. 
 
 
Health and Safety 
Thank you for ensuring your child stays home in the event they feel 
ill.  We continue our weekly COVID-19 testing practices.  As updates 
to our policy become available, they are sent home and also posted to 
our website, www.district148.net. 
 
8th Grade Graduation 
Planning and activities for our 8th graders are well underway!  Our 
second parent meeting will take place virtually on Thursday, February 
3rd at 6:00pm.  Please join us to receive an update on student expec-
tations and upcoming activities and dates. 
 
 As always, please contact me if there is anything you need. 
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MTSS Coaches– Mrs. Haas and Ms. Giggleman 

February-A Month to Explore the Five Languages of Love  

February has been designated as the love month.   One of the greatest human emotions that we can express is love.  The author, 
Gary Chapman, created the concept of the five love languages.  He argues that there are five languages of love that can reach us.  
Moreover, he argues that we can be reached by all of them, one of them, or several of them.  The 5-languages of love that he 
proposes are the following: (1) Words of affirmation, (2) Quality Time, (3) Receiving Gifts, (4) Acts of service, and (5) Physical 
Touch.  I find Gary Chapman’s 5-languages of love to be thoughtful and interesting because we all can be reached by all of them 
or some of them.  (I think that we all should discover persons important to us this month love languages and try to show our love 
to them in these ways.)  I believe that this can make a positive difference in relationships with the people who are important to 
us. We can discover anyone’s love language, including our students as well.   We can use students’ love language(s) to attempt to 
reach them and get them to respond to us more positively.  I believe that the concept of the 5-love languages proposed by Gary 
Chapman is valuable and can improve relationships between significant others. I believe that knowledge of the 5-love languages 
can improve relationships between husbands and wives, with significant others, friends, and students as well. Finally, as we go 
forward in the month of February, Lincoln Family, let us use this month to reaffirm our love, care, and commitment to each other 
as a staff, to our students, and the community.  Happy Love Month Everyone!—-Lincoln Social Workers 
 
 
Welcome to second Semester!  We are excited to continue to work with our students and move towards great new things.  Since 

second Semester just recently began, now would be a great time to replenish school supplies if possible.  We continue to work on 
our Reading skills, including grammar and comprehension.  In Math, single and double-digit operations like addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division are still our focus.  Finally, please be aware that IAR, the Illinois Assessment of Readiness, will be com-

ing up the first week of March.  We will practice using the online tools so that students are familiar with them when they take the 
test.  We look forward to continuing to work with you in your students’ education.—K-6 Resource 

 The Support Programs Department 

Reading and Math Tips from MTSS 
 Look for new books and authors that your child may enjoy. 
 Organize an area dedicated to reading and writing tools, including paper and 

writing utensils. 
 Visit the library for story time and book suggestions. 
 Encourage your child to talk about what he or she has read. 
 Talk to your child, and sprinkle interesting words into your conversation. 
 Offer a variety of books to read. 
 Read with your child every day. 
 Expand your home library with magazines and nonfiction. 
 Ask questions if you’re concerned about your child’s development. 
 Decide to raise a reader! 
Are you looking for ways to help your child be successful in math? Please contin-
ue to make sure your child(ren) are completing their Pathways in i-Ready! We are 
looking for students to pass 3 lessons per week at 70% or better! Students can log 
into i-Ready at home through Clever! Have them show you what they’re working 
on! 

Ms. Giggleman & Mrs. Haas 
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Happy February! 
 In Math, please continue to practice counting to 75, counting objects to 
15 and recognizing numbers to 20. In Reading, please practice your sight 
words and blending, segmenting and decoding simple words.  We will cele-

brate Black History Month, Groundhog Day and Valentine’s Day. 
Thanks for all your support! 

 
Mrs. Reczkowicz  reczkowiczj@district148.net          

Ms. Moore  mooreo@district148.net      
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Kindergarten Team– Mrs. Reczkowicz and Ms. Moore 

Happy February!  In math, we are working on word problems and deciding if we need to add or subtract.  We 
will also work on teen numbers and numbers to 20.    We will also spend time on our My Pathways in math.  
In ReadyGEN reading, we are working on nonfiction stories, looking at how students around the world learn 
and go to school.  Please continue to work on sight words and reading fluency each night—along with addi-
tion and subtraction facts.   
 
With the winter weather season upon us, please keep in mind if the children wear snow boots to school, 
please send regular shoes for them to change into.  Also, please make sure the children have a blue or white 
sweater without a hood to wear in case the room is cool.  Thank you for your continued support in 2022! 

 

Ms. Michalczyk (michalczyka@district148.net) and Mrs. Lindholm (lindholms@district148.net) 

 

 1st Grade Team– Mrs. Lindholm and Ms. Michalczyk 

It seems like we just wrote home. We are still going to be working on 
“Alexander, Who Used to Be Rich Last Sunday,” before starting some 
poems and then “Change Makers.” The students will work on writing a 
5-sentence paragraph as they also work on editing on their own. In 
math, we will continue 2 step word problems going into two-digit 
math problems. In science, habitats around the world will be the focus. 
In Social Studies, we will learn more about how to be a change maker 
to help the community. Supplies are always needed, such as, pencils 
and paper. A school regulated sweater as outlined in the handbook is a 
must in the cold winter months. Please send your child with a bottle of 
plain water daily.  

 
Ms. Gutierrez (gutierrezm@district148.net), Mrs. Cade 
(cadec@district148.net) and Mr. Kealey (kealeyr@district148.net) 
 

2nd Grade Team– Mrs. Gutierrez, Mrs. Cade, and Mr. Kealey 



Happy February! Please continue to work on basic fact fluency with your child at home and be 
sure that students are completing their pathways minutes. In reading, we are ending our unit 
on tall tales. We read, The Longest Night, John Henry, Pecos Bill, etc. Students will learn how 
to write their own narrative for their PBA but have written shorter ones in the past. We will 
work on comparing/contrasting, theme, and sequence. Please make sure your child is reading 
for 30 minutes each night. In math, we are digging deeper into fractions by learning how to 

simplify, add, and subtract them. We are studying various African American heroes for social 
studies as well.  

Thank you for all that you do,  
Ms. Angel—angela@district148.net, Mrs. Dawson—dawsonf@district148.net, and  
Ms. Corsiatto—corsiattom@district148.net 
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 3rd Grade Team– Mrs. Gallagher, Ms. Kelly and Ms. Dominski 

 4th Grade Team– Ms. Angel,  Ms. Corsiatto and Mrs. Dawson 

 5th Grade Team– Ms. Gallagher and Ms. Waller 

The fifth grade has been very busy working on long division skills.  Students have learned 
how to divide larger numbers by 2 digit divisors.  Please continue to work on multiplication & 
division skills at home.  Students should be completing their my path lessons in I-ready daily.  

Students need to complete a minimum of 15 minutes a day.  Their goal is to pass at least 3 les-
sons a week with a 70% or higher. 

 

Ms. Gallagher- gallaghera@district148.net   

Ms. Waller- wallerc@district148.net     

February is here, and our third graders are working hard to prepare for our newest stand-
ardized test, The Illinois Assessment for Readiness. We will cover the following skills/
concepts this month: 
 Reading: Our students will read two nonfiction selections, focus on benchmark vocabulary, 
close reading, text analysis, and informative writing.  
Math: This month’s math lessons will include the equivalence and comparison of fractions.  
Language Arts: Foundational skills will include adverbs, conjunctions, plural regular and irreg-
ular verbs, past-tense regular and irregular verbs and phonics skills.  
Social Studies: Since February is Black History Month, our lessons will center around those 
individuals who were instrumental in orchestrating change in our country.  
Science: Our focus this month will be extreme weather.  
 

Please contact us with any questions/concerns!  
Mrs. Pryor-Gallagher—pryorg@district148.net, Miss Kelly— kellyb@district148.net and   

Ms. Dominski—dominskil@district148.net          



Science– Hello parents, students have adjusted well to returning back to school from Christmas break and have begun to work on 
learning about the properties of matter, atoms and the relationship between elements, and the periodic table. Please check in with the 

children daily to assure that they are completing their assignments successfully. Thanks for all of your support!  Mrs. Rahmah-
rahmahk@district148.net 

ELA-We are hitting the ground running this year. In the first half of the unit, students are introduced to the topic of social epidemics 
through various articles which describe the basic terms and theories behind social and emotional contagion. Students will practice 

summarizing the central ideas of the articles as well as delineating and evaluating their claims. In the second half of the unit, stu-
dents will learn and practice the skills necessary for completing their end of unit assessment, an informative essay that answers the 
question: How do social scientists use ideas from the study of epidemics to understand and explain human behavior? Students will 

engage in the full writing process, from planning to drafting to peer critique to revision.  Ms. Travis—travism@district148.net 

Math -February is the month for love, and WE LOVE MATH not only in February but all year long. We have revisited/modified 
our goals for 2022. We will continue to learn new content and concepts as we look ahead toward becoming 8th graders. Please re-
mind our students to come to class prepared for learning and to be an active participant during instruction.  
Mrs. Chatman—chatmanm@district148.net                                                                          

Social Studies-February will be a very exciting month in Social Studies class. The students will learn about the African American 

History. The civil rights movement is very important topic to study. But we will spend more time studying African-American scien-
tists, scholars, politicians, and artists’ achievements, and how they improved our world.  Mr. Hilal—abuhilalb@district148.net 

Math- The eighth-grade students have focused on Geometric Figures this quarter. They are finishing Dilations and beginning to 

study Angle Relationships. The i-Ready Math is an integral part of their success. Please monitor your scholar’s progress on the i-

Ready site. The My Path lessons are individualized based upon the Diagnostic test that each student took. The requirement this quar-
ter, is that three My Path lessons need to be passed each week.  Mr. Luster —luster@district148.net 

Social Studies-  February is Black History Month. Throughout the month, we will work on an HBCU research project that they 

will present to their classmates. We will also take a deeper dive into the Civil Rights Movement and how it impacted African Amer-
ican culture.  Ms. Lampkin lakinj@district148.net 

ELA– We continue reading, The Omnivore’s Dilemma, a non-fiction text that talks about where our food comes from, and why 

corn is king of the crops. It gives historical events and many facts about America’s agricultural industry. The author, Michael Pol-
lan, delves into the world of food so that we can know and understand this industry to consciously make smarter choices about the 

food we eat. This month we will cover several concepts including: author’s purpose, text structure, and delineating an argument.  
Mrs. Waters-Miller  waters-miller@district148.net 

Science–The 8th grade scientists have begun investigating their place in space regarding position, composition and relationships. 

This unit is an introduction to matter, beginning with the states of matter, advancing into matter and its structure (atoms), culminat-

ing with matter and how it interacts. Mr. Smith  smithj@district148.net 
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 6th Grade Team– Ms. McNeal and Mr. Neequaye 

8th Grade Team– Mr. Luster, Mr. Smith, Ms. Lampkin and Mrs. Waters-Miller 

 7th Grade Team– Mrs. Rahmah, Mrs. Chatman, Ms. Travis & Mr. Hilal  

The 6th grade team is excited to share some of the subject matter we are covering for the month of February. We started 
out the month reading "Machu Picchu" in our Text Collection book. This book is accompanied by our Ready Gen book 

where we are writing sentences using vocabulary words, recognizing adjectives and nouns, and writing compare and 
contrast paragraphs in response to the text.  In Math, we are covering solving and evaluating algebraic equations and 

expressions. So far, students have received several worksheets geared towards the subject, as well as, a weekly pop quiz 
to ensure students are retaining the data.  

Mr. Neequaye—neequayee@district148.net and Ms. Blasingame—blasingamec@district148.net 

(Ms.McNeal’s substitute) 



Hello Lincoln community!  

Our young musicians are hard at work this month. Kindergarten, first, and second graders are sing-

ing, dancing, and playing games to songs about snowflakes. Third and fourth graders are compos-

ing their own rhythms using quarter notes, quarter rests, and pairs of eighth notes. Fifth and sixth 

graders are reviewing all known pitches to play them on instruments. Finally, seventh and eighth 

graders are starting this new quarter learning about rhythm on bucket drums. 

 

Mrs. Purscell-Jackson-purcellk@district148.net 
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PE classes in February will start a racquet skills unit. They will cover skills tar-
geting how to play tennis and continue with badminton. Students will partici-
pate in many activities focused on cooperatively working on hand-eye coordi-
nation to strike objects. With racquet activities, they will work on serving, 
striking, and volleying to hit various pieces of equipment.  
As a reminder, please remember to send your child to school with gym shoes. 
Junior high students are required to wear the District 148 PE uniform. 

 
Mrs. Clemons—clemonsk@district148.net, Mr. Watkins—
watkinso@district148.net, and  Mr. Zajcew—
zajcewj@district148.net 

 

Physical Education– Mrs. Clemons, Mr. Zajcew and Mr. Watkins 

Music —Mrs. Purscell-Jackson 

Art —Mr. Riddle 

In art class, we have some amazing things planned for the month of February. Starting off 
with Kindergarten, we will be exploring different styles of art and how to create art works in 
those various art styles.  First and second grade will create different forms of relief art-
works by using different materials to prevent the art media used from covering designated 
areas and create an image. Third grade will create various different 3D images by using red 
and blue lines to create the 3D Effect. Fourth grade will learn about optical Illusions as well 
as creating various different ones. 5-8th grades will learn about creating texture in art in both 
2D as well as 3D art. I am excited to see what our students can create with these different 
art processes and techniques and look forward to their work.  

 
 
Mr. Riddle—riddle@district148.net 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28      

February 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
We are in the middle of winter and the students are working so hard in their class-
rooms. It is important to have a school and family connection. Ask your children 
what they are learning what is difficult for them, and what they enjoy most about 

school! 

Dinner Table Conversation Starters 
-How can you show kindness to someone this week? 

-How did you help someone today? 
-What was difficult for you today? 

Suite360 Themes 
Week 1: Self-Management- Coping 

Week 2: Responsible Decision-Making- Health & Hygiene 
Week 3: Self-Management- Manage Stress 

Week 4: Relationship Skills-Communication 
Words of the Month 

PBIS Character Word: Perseverance 
Restorative Justice Value: Tolerance 

Capturing Kids’ Hearts: Xplore- Good Things & Affirmations 

 
Thank you,  
Mrs. Andrea Rucinski 
CARE Facilitator 



PBIS —News You Can Use—   
Mrs. Silas-Armour  (K-5)  Ms. Crayton  (6-8) 

 

 Give clear, short, and specific directions. 

 Have patience…It takes younger children at least 5 seconds to mentally process directions. 

 Be consistent. It helps a child learn and feel confident in what you want. 

 Stay calm & use a calm voice. 

 Focus on logical consequences when a problem arises. 

 Reward positive effort – this sets the stage for success. 

 Set and enforce reasonable limits. 

 Try to give 5 positive responses for every 1 negative response. 

 Set the example – actions speak louder than words. 

 Try to anticipate where your child might have trouble and prepare them for the situation by 

coaching them on the behavior you want to see. 

 
In a PBIS school, staff members teach kids academics along with how to act/react in different 
settings. Rather than expecting kids to arrive at a school knowing how to behave, schools teach 
correct behaviors.  PBIS schools focus on teaching what TO do by giving clear directions, be-
ing calm and patient, modeling expected behaviors, setting a good example, using positive 
recognition and reinforcement, and setting consistent and reasonable limits. PBIS school staffs 
know that adults get more of what they focus on. If adults place all the focus on kids fighting 
instead of cooperating, that’s what they’ll see more of. If adults focus on teaching and reinforc-
ing cooperation, they’ll end up seeing more of those types of behaviors. While this shift in fo-
cus doesn’t remove the necessity of responding to and taking action when kids behave inap-
propriately, it does substantially reduce many misbehaviors. 

How might these ideas apply to more peaceful relationships in your family? 

 
 
Mrs. Silas-Armour  K-5  silasarmourl@district148.net 
Ms. Crayton  6-8  craytonl@district148.net 
 



Winter Art Contest! 

1st 1st 1st 

R. Carter J. White L. Banks 

F. Turner 

J. Hoover 

N. Grayer 

A. Sturgil 



Congratulations to the following junior high students who 
earned Accelerated Reader points during 1

st
 Quarter (August 

18
th

 - October 22
nd

, 2021) for reading novels during their li-
brary time at school and leisure time!  

All students received a certificate and the top earners (notated by 
an asterisk) also received a $5.00 gift card.  

 

Ms. Lampkin - 8
th

 grade    Ms. Travis – 7
th

 grade 
Adams, M. – 19.3 pts  *   Robinson, E. – 2.3 pts. 
Almazan, I. – 12.1 pts.  *   Sims, Q. – 2.0 pts. 
Baker, J. – 3.2 pts.    Sipp, Q. – 13.9 pts. * 
Barksdale, T. – 11.3 pts.  *   Smith, A. – 4.0 pts. 
Barnes, J. - 4.5 pts.    Straight, L. – 9.0 pts. * 
Becker, D. – 4.7 pts.    Stuckey, C. – 5.1 pts. 
Cummings, J. – 6.4 pts. 
Ponders, M. – 13.0 pts.  * 

 
We encourage all of our students to read 20 – 30 minutes each 
night to increase reading stamina, comprehension, memory, and 
critical thinking skills. If a student is unsure if the books are Ac-
celerated Reader books, they can check www.arbookfind.com, or 
ask Ms. Mitchell, the junior high media specialist. 
 

J. Lloyd, a 7th grade student in Mrs. Rahmah's class, donat-
ed four of his books to the junior high library. He was re-
warded with a $5.00 McDonald's gift card and each donat-
ed book has a label inside the cover stating his name, hom-
eroom teacher and grade level, and the school year it was 
donated. Thank you!!   

http://www.arbookfind.com


Lincoln Students are Making 
Gains on STAR and i-Ready! 

Lincoln received a 
very generous dona-
tion of Michael Jor-
dan brand t-shirts 
with the  slogan 

“Impossible alone, 
Possible together.” 

Sixty-nine stu-
dents received t-
shirts for going 

above and beyond 
their testing goals 
for the middle of 

the year. 



December Students of the 
Month 

 
Kindergarten—D. Osborne Jr. 

1st Grade—S. Ramsey 
2nd Grade— R. Newton    

3rd Grade— M. Borders 
4th Grade— K. Emery 

5th Grade— T. Richardson 
Mrs. Benedict’s Room—J. 

Thomas 
Mrs. Lee’s Room— M. Whiters 

 
Students received a certifi-

cate, positive saying pen and a 
candy cup.  Way to go!!!!!! 

 
 


